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COPS & RODDERS is tomorrow! 

Halloween – October 31st! 
Final Notice:  Cops and Rodders is tomorrow October 31, 2009 starting at 730 am.- 1230  You will have the chance 
to do great and fun things while you volunteer your time to help your community.  Scouts will have the chance to 
race your favorite car from Cub Scouts, sell popcorn at the show and sell, earn a patch,  earn a shirt and possibly 
get other prizes.  Scouts interested in helping with the Car Show and Pinewood Derby race 
need to sign up with Mr. Rencken at the Troop meeting this Monday. This is a really fun day 
for Scouts and parents.  If you would like more information send Mr. Rencken an Email at 
DCRENCKEN@aol.com.   
There is lots of great information at http://www.copsandrodderstucson.org/  Scouts please 
wear your Class "A"  Uniform.  We want to look good and show everyone that Troop 141 is 
the best.  If possible bring your red shirt with you and we will have a chance to change later 
in the day.  
 

Spanish Trails Merit Badge Day: Tomorrow, 

October 31
st

:  

When: Saturday, October 31st, 2009 
Time: Registration starts 6:30am, Badges:7:00am – 3:30pm 
Where: LDS Rincon Stake Center 
1655 S. Melpomene Way 
Tucson, AZ 85748 
Enrollment Deadline was: October 17th, 2009 
Optional Lunch: $5.00 per person 
To Register Contact: Stan Stachowiak  Stachow50@cox.net  (520) 722-4079 
 
Full-Day Merit Badges Auto Mechanics, Citizenship in the Community, Citizenship in the Nation, 
Citizenship in the World, Communications, Electricity, Emergency Preparedness, Environmental 
Science, First Aid, Fire Safety 
 
***Half Day Merit Badges: Coin Collecting (am & pm), Dentistry (am & pm), Leatherwork (am & pm), 
Law (am & pm), Music (am & pm), Traffic Safety (am & pm) 
 
*** Half Day Merit Badge sessions are subject to sufficient enrollment. 
 
 
  

NNNooo   rrreeeggguuulllaaarrr   MMMeeeeeetttiiinnnggg on Monday November 2nd. 

paTrol leader’S conference.   

Everyone is welcome to attend and all leadership is required to attend.   Please bring your completed 
“one – Thing” sheets that we gave out last PLC.  (So far I only have one patrol’s 
sheet).   We are still in BACKPACK Month.    

    

mailto:DCRENCKEN@aol.com
http://www.copsandrodderstucson.org/
mailto:Stachow50@cox.net
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don’T forgeT ThaT recharter has started 
Click here for the Recharter form(s) 
http://www.scouttroop141.org/links/forms/Recharter_2010.pdf 
Scouts will be $55.00 and Adults will be $16.00 this year as the BSA has raised fees.   
 

Committee meeting on Tuesday November 3rd,  
Mr. Winston has asked that every parent that is interested in eating pizza at the meeting let him know at 
dcwinston@gmail.com so that he can get enough.   Adults that attend this meeting will meet requirement 
# 8 of the Gastronomy Merit Badge  
8) Demonstrate proficiency at consuming a slice of pizza without spilling any on your shirt.   
 

HUTCHES POOL BACKPACK: WE have a LOT of boys signed 

up and are in desperate need of more adults to 

help on this trip.   

Friday, November 6th, This is the next opportunity / Outing for the troop. The best part, we don’t have to 
spend ANY money on patrol food or load up the trailer before we go.      This is a GREAT trip that 
invovles a segment for all of our scouts, new AND old.  The first night is a short 2.5 mile hike from 
Molino Basin uphill to the Prison Camp on Mt. Lemmon.  Join us for this NIGHT HIKE and you can have 
your parents pick you up at the Prison Camp, or if you are really adventurous, bring your tent and bag 
for a night out and get picked up on Saturday.   If you are a High Adventurer, continue on 7.1 miles 
mostly downhill  to Hutches Pool on Saturday Morning.   This is one of the prettiest parts of the Arizona 
trail, passing by Spencer saddle, Thimble Peak, Sycamore Dam/Canyon and the East-West forks of 
Sabino Creek.    On Sunday, we will travel the easy 5.5 miles to the last tram stop in Sabino Canyon(The 
tram to the bottom costs $5.00),  or alternatively, you can walk to the visitor center, you will qualify for 

1 Backpack trip. (Backpack of: 15 Miles with camping in two separate locations).    Leg 1 2.5, + leg 2 
7.1 +Leg 3 5.5.  

Personal Fitness merit badge 
There is NO Milestone this week – Don’t forget to fill in your exercise sheets 

Cinematography merit badge 

The AMAZING Mr. Rencken is setting up an opportunity for us to visit a LIVE movie set at 
Pima Community college as part of the Merit Badge.  The Pima Students are filming a 
‘Horror Movie’ that could involve some GORY special effects.  Because of 
this you will need to get your parent’s permission to attend this merit 
badge.    This will be a college project film so don’t expect anything as 

spectacular as ‘Friday the 13th” but there still could be some disturbing 
things for younger scouts.   

¶ November 10th (7-8PM) – Classroom time 
¶ November 13th (6:30-9PM) Movie Set-Pima College  

¶ Click here for Permission Slip 

http://www.scouttroop141.org/links/forms/Recharter_2010.pdf
mailto:dcwinston@gmail.com
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http://www.scouttroop141.org/meritbadges/Cinematography/Cinematography_Permission_Sli
p.pdf 
 

  

VENTURE UPDATE: 

No Venture Meeting this week Venture crew is welcome to come along on the Hutch’s Pool adventure.    
 
Mrs. Scully has provided information on the Tall Ships adventure this summer.   In order to reserve a 
spot, you have to give her $50.00 as soon as possible.   The Flyer is on Page 5 of this Update!   

 

Upcoming Events   (Color Coding RED TEXT is an event that has changed, Color coding /Shading 

other colors indicates a new event since the last email).  As you can see we are getting a full schedule 
already.      Additional details are available by viewing the Troop Calendar.  
  

10/31/2009 Cops and Rodders (Service opportunity) 

10/31/2009 Spanish Trails District Merit Badge Day 

10/31/2009 Halloween! 

11/02/2009 PLC MEETING  7:00  *Recharter* 

11/03/2009 Committee Meeting 

11/06/2009 Night Hike –Molino Basin – Prison Camp (Backpack) 2.5 Mi 

11/07/2009 Prison Camp – Hutches Pool – Sabino (BackPack) 15 Mi   

11/13/2009 Cinematography Merit Badge Class 

11/16/2009 Cinematography Merit Badge FILMING outing!   

  

http://www.scouttroop141.org/meritbadges/Cinematography/Cinematography_Permission_Slip.pdf
http://www.scouttroop141.org/meritbadges/Cinematography/Cinematography_Permission_Slip.pdf
http://www.scouttroop141.org/calendar/calendar.html
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Weekly Thought: 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ IŀƭƭƻǿŜŜƴ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘΚ   

From the copious amounts of candy after trick-or-treating, to annual 

television specials involving a ñGreat Pumpkin,ò Halloween is celebrated 

numerous ways each and every year. 

Itôs always a good time seeing what people come up with for costumes, no 

matter how perfectly or terribly done. Iôve seen everything from the Power 

Rangers and Mario Brothers, to some gentleman wrapped in blue yarn 

claiming that he was Bob Dylanôs ñTangled Up In Blue.ò Out of pure 

curiosity, I wanted to know the ñoriginsò of Halloween, and how/why 

people have celebrated Halloween for hundreds of years in comparison 

how our culture chooses to celebrate it today. 

First, letôs start with the actual date of Oct. 31. Why is it significant? According to the History 

Channel, there was a group of people called ñCeltsò that lived in present day Ireland, England, 

and France, started their new year on November 1. The celebration of the ñnew yearò prepared 

the Celts for a long and dark winter, which also was believed to coincide with human death. So 

on the eve of this day,  

Oct. 31, the Celts believed that the realms of the living and the dead were sort of merged 

together. They celebrated the ñSamhain,ò which were ghosts that would return to earth and 

actually help these Celtic priests predict the future as a way to hopefully comfort one another 

regarding the long dark months ahead. The Celts would dress up in numerous different costumes 

and attempt to predict/foretell each otherôs futures, as well as for strictly celebratory reasons. Iôm 

sure that history left out the part when the Celts would get a couple kegs of Beast Ice and give 

out prizes for best costume.   

After numerous different influences from the Romans and various Christian cultures going into 

the 1000+ A.D. years, Oct. 31 eventually came to be known as ñall hallows eve,ò and eventually, 

just Halloween. This was because it preceded the Christian holiday of ñAll Saints Day,ò which is 

a day to honor all of the saints and martyrs of the Christian faith. Nov. 2 is known as ñAll Souls 

Day,ò which is actually believed to be the reason why we have our current tradition of ñtrick-or-

treating.ò During the festivities of this day in England (first accounted for), poorer citizens would 

beg for food from more well-off neighbors. Usually, these neighbors would give the poor ñsoul 

cakesò which were pastries given out in exchange that the poor would pray for dead relatives of 

the rich. Sounds like a fair trade off, I guess. When I take my nephew trick-or- treating this year, 

Iôll look the homeowners in the eye and say ñIôm praying for your dead relatives,ò Iôm sure that 

will go over well.   

Itôs not Halloween unless you carve up some pumpkins, right? The question is, where did that 

tradition come from? According to LiveScience.com, it apparently has some ñlegendaryò roots. 

There was supposedly an Irish farmer who had apparently had some run-ins with the devil 

himself. To the farmerôs dismay, he was turned away both from the gates of heaven and hell.  
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Forced to wander his time between earth and purgatory, he hollowed out a turnip 

and lit it with some coal to guide his soul along on his quest. Hearing about this 

manôs spirit, residents all around Ireland would make their own pumpkin carvings 

in hopes that they would scare the farmerôs and other evil spirits away from their homes.  

There are so many fantastic ways that we celebrate this great holiday each and every year. I think 

itôs pretty crazy that we carve pumpkins to scare off some crazy farmer, or even go door to door 

asking for candy because beggars would get a special pastry in exchange for their prayers. Be 

safe kids, and enjoy your Halloween shenanigans!  

  



 Troop 141 ScoUTmaSTer’S UpdaTe!    

October 30
th

, 2009 

6  This weekly update will be available here each week: 
http://www.scouttroop141.org/about/about.html  

 

 


