TROOP 141 SCOUTMASTER’S UPDATE!
OCTOBER 16", 2009
GILA RIVER CANOE TRIP

Is cancelled due to the lack of participation. Only three scouts and two adults were signed
up.

EAGLE PROJECT: OCTOBER 10TH

Paul Hein’s Eagle project was a great success, his team cleaned, painted and tiled a room, plus got to
destroy the roof of the pool house; many scouts showed up on October 3" and 10™.
In total, Paul and his volunteers donated 156 Hours of time on these two days!!!

Thanks to : Cole E Kyle B
Adam G Danny S. Mark S
Alexander R DuncanR Nick M
DD.B Emily S Packy B
Andrew B Garret C Ryan B
Austin K Jacob H Timothy J
Cael C Jeffrey H Will M
Cameron T Josh H ZachH

There are many more potential Eagle projects at the Gospel Rescue Mission. Thank you all for
pitching in and helping get this safe place for moms and kids to live.

HUTCHES POOL BACKPACIK :Friday, November 6™, This is the next opportunity / Outing

for the troop. The best part, we don’t have to spend ANY money on patrol food or load up the trailer

before we go.  This is a GREAT trip that invovles a segment for all of our scouts, new AND old. The

first night is a short 2.5 mile hike from Molino Basin uphill to the Prison Camp on Mt. Lemmon. Join
us for this NIGHT HIKE and you can have your parents pick you up at the Prison Camp, or if you are
really adventurous, bring your tent and bag for a night out and get picked up on Saturday. If you are a
High Adventurer, continue on 7.1 miles mostly downhill to Hutches Pool on Saturday Morning. This is
one of the prettiest parts of the Arizona trail, passing by Spencer saddle, Thimble Peak, Sycamore
Dam/Canyon and the East-West forks of Sabino Creek. On Sunday, we will travel the easy 5.5 miles to
the last tram stop in Sabino Canyon(The tram to the bottom costs $5.00), or alternatively, you can walk
to the visitor center, you will qualify for 1 Backpack trip. (Backpack of: 15Miles with camping in two
separate locations) Leg12.5,+leg27.1+Leg35.5.

ASTRONOMY MERIT BADGE

7 Scouts showed up for the Astronomy star party at the Whipple observatory visitor center.

Althoughit was cloudy, we DID get to see several interesting objects including Jupiter and it’s

moons, M13 globular cluster, the ring nebula(M57) and the Andromeda Galaxy (M31). We had a
presentation by the docent of the observatory covering the phases of the moon, Sagittarius — the
Teapot and the summer triangle. There were a variety of amateur telescopes set up out there,
including a 14” Schmidt Cassegrain, a 24” Dobsonian, and numerous other 6 — 14” Newtonian scopes.
(Some refractors were there as well). (You have to know what kinds of telescopes those are for the
badge)

Everyone who attended can get signed off for requirement 9c.

This weekly update will be available here each week:
http://www.scouttroop141.org/about/about.html
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There is an official kickoff class for the astronomy merit badge scheduled for January 19",
2010. If you didn’t attend the star party, don’t fret, you can still earn this badge.

REGULAR MEETING ON MONDAY OCTOBER 19",

We will be meeting on Monday night. This will be a continuation of “Survival” month and there will be a
‘discussion about the importance of ‘water management’. Hopefully everyone got some ideas on where to find
food, shelter and fire out in the desert. (Anyone for Grasshopper kabobs?) Too bad we didn’t’ get to see if he
survived or not.

There is no Personal fitness milestone so everyone should be in their “CLASS A” uniform.

WASSON PEAK 10 MILER -

This is an EXCELLENT Hike in the Saguaro national Monument west on a well groomed/worn trail. There are granit

steps to walk up for the steep areas, and most of this trip is along the top of the ridgeline. This trip is coming up
on Saturday October 24™. Click here for Info Signup sheets will be available on Monday night.

PERSONAL FITNESS MERIT BADGE

Milestones continue, the next one is Monday September 26"

CITIZENSHIP IN THE COMMUNITY

Mr Rencken will be conducting a be Citizenship of the Community merit badge class, which will
start on Tuesday, October 20th. This is a long and time consuming Eagle Merit Badge. This will
require homework and times to meet Mr. Rencken for follow up on progress. The class will have
a second session on Dec 1, 2009 to hopefully close up the requirements of this badge. If you
have any questions or would like to sign up to drive please contact Mr. Rencken (Click for email).

***¥Important**** Scouts should have signed up for these classes by September 28, 2009.

CINEMATOGRAPHY MERIT BADGE
The AMAZING Mr. Rencken is setting up an opportunity for us to visit a LIVE movie set at
Pima Community college as part of the Merit Badge. The Pima Students are filming a
‘Horror Movie’ that could involve some GORY special effects. Because of this you will need
to get your parent’s permission to attend this merit badge. This will

be a college project film so don’t expect anything as spectacular as

‘Friday the 13" but there still could be some disturbing things for

younger scouts.

! November 10" (7-8PM) — Classroom time
91 November 13" (6:30-9PM) Movie Set-Pima College

VENTURE UPDATE:
No Venture Meeting this wegkut Mr. Long will be leading a 4 x 4 trip to Gunsight Pass on Sunday,
October 25™.  All Venture crew that can make it are encouraged to attend.

This weekly update will be available here each week:
http://www.scouttroop141.org/about/about.html
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UPCOMING EVENTS_ (Color Coding RED TEXT is an event that has changed, Color coding

/Shading other colors indicates a new event since the last email). As you can see we are
getting a full schedule already.  Additional details are available by viewing the Troop

Calendar.
10/19/2009 Troop meeting (Personal Fitness Milestone 6:00 Udall Park) *Recharter *
10/20/2009 Citizenship in the Community Merit Badge
10/24/2009 Hike — Wasson Peak 10 Miler
10/26/2009 Troop meeting (Personal Fitness Milestone 6:00 Udall Park) *Recharter *
10/31/2009 Cops and Rodders (Service opportunity)
10/31/2009 Spanish Trails District Merit Badge Day
10/31/2009 Halloween!
11/02/2009 PLC MEETING 7:00 *Recharter*
11/03/2009 Committee Meeting
11/06/2009 Night Hike —Molino Basin — Prison Camp (Backpack) 2.5 Mi
11/07/2009 Prison Camp — Hutches Pool — Sabino (BackPack) 15 Mi

WEEKLY THOUGHT:

Ran king UP:Mr. Long is very concerned about scouts that are having difficulty advancing
in rank. There are far too many scouts that have not advanced a rank in the last 12 months.
It is my commitment to you to help in any way that | can with rank advancement. All of your

leaders understand how important it is for you to advance within the troop as each of them
has grown together.

The system is set up to work like this:

Your Scout handbook is your guide to skills, tasks and events that must happen between the
rank you are at now, and the rank you will be. Itis up to YOU to get these items signed off in

your book.

Who signs me off?

It is the patrol leader’s job to spend time with you teaching you the skills you need to advance
in rank, and sign off on these items. The Troop guides are also an important source of
information and sign off help. If you don’t get help from these two sources, please see your
Assistant Senior Patrol Leaders (Jacob Hussey, and Danny Siepker) or our Troop Senior Patrol
Leader Paul Hein, for immediate assistance. Once you have talked to all of these scout leaders

and you still are having difficulty getting signed off, please see Mr. Long for assistance.

This weekly update will be available here each week:
http://www.scouttroop141.org/about/about.html
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Two important steps must be completed:

1) The scoutmaster conference —(only conducted if you present yourself in your
Class ‘A’ uniform WITH sash) Mr. Long asks that you schedule these in advance as he
brings up your progress record to discuss with you during this conference. Since
meetings have been shortened to 1 hour, it is tough finding time in the schedule
between 7:00 and 8:00. SO, please try to schedule between 6:30-7:00 and 8:00 — 8:30.
Be prepared to answer about any of the skills signed off in the book. These conferences
MUST be scheduled in advance with Mr. Lochner or Mr. Vita (Advancement chair, and
incoming Advancement chair)

2) The board of review — We also need to schedule three adult leaders to review what
your experience in the troop is like. The board doesn’t have to review all of the skills in
your handbook, (Because that already happened in the scoutmaster conference).

What Else must | do?

That’s IT! Once you complete these two steps, your rank advancement is official as of the date
of your Board of Review.

When do | get my badge?

Badges are always presented at the court of honor. The next COA is scheduled in December.
There are TWO rank advancement nights planned between now and then so everyone will get a
chance to earn their rank.

This weekly update will be available here each week:
http://www.scouttroop141.org/about/about.html




