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JJaaccoobb  aanndd  NNiicckk  

aarree  sscchheedduulleedd  

ffoorr  aann  eeaaggllee  

bbooaarrdd  ooff  

rreevviieeww..    
Nick J. Just missed the cut off for 
the November Eagle BOR but he’s 
IN for the December one. 

It was a race to the finish line, Jacob had several 
merit badges that needed to be finished up last 

Monday, but he did it.     I’m sure this 
will be a well attended BOR as it’s the 
last chance to get the 2010 Eagle 
Rank Badge.     
We’ll be sending Nick J and Jacob H to the BOR next 
month.   That gives us 5 Eagle scouts in 2010!!!  
 
Please take a moment to wish Nick and Jacob luck. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

NNIIGGHHTT  HHIIKKEE--PPRRIISSOONN  CCAAMMPP--SSyyccaammoorree  ccaannyyoonn  

BBAACCKKPPAACCKK  iiss  TTOONNIIGGHHTT  
Full information is here 
The famous backpack trip to Hutches pool is ON for December 3

rd
.   This will be a pretty moonless Night Hike so 

you will need a headlamp/flashlight.    We are being joined by Troop 157 who haven’t done this one before, and 
some webelos from Pack 186 that will do the night hike only.    

DDUUEE  TTOO  PPOOOORR  AATTTTEENNDDAANNCCEE  WWEE’’LLLL  BBEE  AABBBBRREEVVIIAATTIINNGG  TTHHIISS  TTRRIIPP    
 
We’ll camp on Friday Night in Prison Camp – then Saturday backpack down to Sycamore Canyon  then right back 

up to Prison CAMP after Lunch.  PICKUP WILL BE AT PRISON CAMP 

Saturday afternoon.    On Sunday, You’ll be HOME.   (You can still 
come tonight if you arrange parent drop off and 
pickup).   
 

 
Mr 

Brown saw this in Happy Valley last weekend while 
stalking two deer.     

  

  
 
 
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

RREEGGUULLAARR  MMeeeettiinngg  iiss  DDeecceemmbbeerr    66tthh  
WHERE:   At the Church Gym @ 7: 
WHAT: Bring your patrol information.    

RANK ADVANCEMENT CONTEST UPDATE: 

http://www.scouttroop141.org/outings/PrisonCamp/10hutchspool.html
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I didn’t do any scoutmaster conferences last week.    How many MORE scouts can advance?   Which 
patrol will win?    WE MADE  a LIFE SCOUT last week at Rank Advancement Night – WHICH 
PATROL WILL WIN?    Your Patrol Leader knows the current Score.    EVERY SM conference counts 
from here forward!   Bring your book to the meeting.   
 
 

FFiinnaall  PPuusshh  ffoorr  aa  NNeeww  CCaarrggoo  TTrraaiilleerr  ffoorr  TTrroooopp  

114411::  TTAAXX  DDEEDDUUCCTTIIBBLLEE  DDOONNAATTIIOONNSS””  

  

 
 

In short, we need $1,000 in donations by December 1st so we can buy our new Troop 

Trailer. Please see Mr. Bailey for details (Click his name for Email.  

 
On behalf of the Troop 141 Trailer Committee: Mrs. Barone Mr. Bailey, Mr. Siepker, Mr. Rencken and Mr. Juhasz, 
they have worked extensively on this project for over 10 months, weighed hundreds of options and searched 
extensively for new/used trailers. Their research has determined that our troop requirements, which seemed 
simple at first, have grown since we bought our last trailer 14 yrs. ago, easily maneuverable. they are unique to our 
troop and include but are not limited to the following items: safety features that hold up under our extreme 
Arizona road conditions, able to carry more weight, are two ft. longer & one ft. taller (6x6x12), improved 
suspension/braking, ruggedly constructed to endure the off road hazards encountered on our way to remote 
campsites, can still fit into our shed. According to one Dealer, the only group that is harder on trailers then the Boy 
Scouts is the US Border Patrol.  
 

. 

VVEENNTTUURREE  UUPPDDAATTEE  

Meetings are now on Wednesdays 

Upcoming: 
 

 December 15- Meeting 6:30 pm Backpack 
preparation. 

 December 18-19-Overnight Backpacking 
Bear Canyon 

 December 30
th

 Greer Winter Sports 

 

 
 

 
 

Meeting Locations: 
First Wednesday at the TVLC Café 
Third Wednesday at the TVLC Gym 
 
 

mailto:loubailey2@msn.com
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SSPPAACCEE  EExxpplloorraattiioonn::  
Tuesday Night is the Space Exploration merit badge – There will be SIGN UPS 
for this because we have a FEW Rockets left from two years ago to give out.  

(But we used up all the engines).   Mr. Obrien will be doing a presentation, 
handing out rockets, inventorying what we need for motors, and conducting 
the shoot off on December 18

th
 at Udall Park.    

  

AAssttrroonnoommyy  MMeerriitt  BBaaddggee::    
Even though this is not an eagle required Merit badge it takes a lot of work observing, drawing and pointing out 
astronomical objects http://www.skyandtelescope.com/observing/ataglance 

 

Friday, December 3  
After dinnertime at this time of year, the M-shaped constellation Cassiopeia floats nearly overhead when you face 
north (for skywatchers in the world's mid-northern latitudes). Far below Cassiopeia, find Polaris, the North Star. 
And far below Polaris lies the Big Dipper. 

Saturday, December 4  
Even though it's December, bright Vega, the "Summer Star," remains shining in the northwest in early evening. The 
brightest star above it is Deneb, the head of the Northern Cross in Cygnus. A little less far to Vega's right is the 
Lozenge, the head of Draco the Dragon. The Dragon's blunt nose always points to Vega 
 

Sunday, December 5  
 Algol is at minimum brightness, magnitude 3.4 instead of its usual 2.1, for a couple hours centered on 11:24 p.m. 
EST (8:24 p.m. PST). Algol takes several additional hours to fade and to rebrighten. New Moon (exact at 12:36 p.m. 
EST).  

Monday, December 6  
A twilight challenge! If you live in a narrow zone of the central U.S., Mars will be occulted (covered) by the very 
thin crescent Moon very low in bright twilight. You'll need optical aid. Map and timetable. 
 

Tuesday, December 7  
 Today's sunset is the earliest sunset of the year, if you live near 40° north latitude. This is true even though the 
longest night of the year doesn't come until December 21st (on the equinox). The difference is balanced out by the 
year's latest sunrise coming on January 4th, a similar distance on the other side of the equinox.  
The mismatch is due to the steady shift at this time of year in the equation of time, caused by the tilt of Earth's axis 
and (to a lesser extent) the slight ellipticity of Earth's orbit. The effect is revealed graphically on our Skygazer's 
Almanac that comes with every January's Sky & Telescope. On it, the sunrise and sunset times on every day of the 
year are symmetrical around the wavy equation-of-time line down its middle, not the straight midnight line 

Wednesday, December 8  
By nightfall, bright Capella is now well up in the northeast. To its right in the east is the little Pleiades cluster, with 
baleful, orange Aldebaran looking on down below it.  
Algol is at minimum brightness, magnitude 3.4 instead of its usual 2.1, for a couple hours centered on 8:13 p.m. 
EST.  

http://www.skyandtelescope.com/observing/ataglance
http://skyandtelescope.com/Dec10Occult
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Equation_of_time
https://secure.palmcoastd.com/pcd/FormRedirect?iID=4011181
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Thursday, December 9  
  As soon as it gets dark, look for the crescent Moon in the southwest. To the Moon's right, by 
about three finger-widths at arm's length (depending where you are), is little Alpha Capricorni. If you have sharp 
vision you can barely see that this is a very close double star. Binoculars resolve it easily.  

Have you made plans yet for North America's total eclipse of the Moon on the night of December 20–
21? The Moon will be high in the late-night sky. See the December Sky & Telescope, page 61 
 
 

HHIISSTTOORRIICC  MMEERRIITT  BBAADDGGEESS  ––  oonnllyy  aa  OONNEE  wweeeekk  

lleefftt,,  tthheenn  tthheeyy  aarree  ggoonnee  ffoorreevveerr!!    

 
Read more about the program here: 
http://www.scouting.org/scoutsource/BoyScouts/AdvancementandAwards/historical_mb_program.aspx 
 
Our plan is to get all four of these done this fall before the December Court of Honor.   Anyone that can be a 
counselor for these please let Mr. Long know as soon as possible so we can plug you in to the calendar: 
I hope everyone is taking digital pictures of tracks for their points. 
 

Mr. Juhasz is running PATHFINDING & TRACKING MB if you are working on this 
TURN IN YOUR STUFF.   
Thanks to Mrs. Barone – We now have an EXCELLENT SET of Signal Flags for the troop!    

If you need to Test out on Morse code or Signal Flags, Let Mr. Long 
Know 
 

We didn’t find anyone for Carpentry – Sorry boys 
 
 

UUppccoommiinngg  EEvveennttss   (Color Coding RED TEXT is an event that has changed, Color coding 

/Shading other colors indicates a new event since the last email).  As you can see we are getting a full 

schedule already.      Additional details are available by viewing the Troop Calendar.   As you can see we 

have a FULL month once again!   

12/03/2010 Molino-PRISON CAMP –  

12/06/2010 TROOP MEETING 

12/07/2010 Spanish Trails Scoutmaster Roundtable 

https://secure.palmcoastd.com/pcd/FormRedirect?iID=4011181
http://www.scouting.org/scoutsource/BoyScouts/AdvancementandAwards/historical_mb_program.aspx
http://www.scouttroop141.org/calendar/calendar.html
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12/07/2010 Space Exploration Merit Badge 

12/08/2010 Eagle Board of Review (FINAL of 2010) 

12/09/2010 O/A Talala Chapter Meeting 

12/13/2010 TROOP MEETING 

12/14/2010 Committee Meeting 

12/18/2010 Space Exploration Rocket Launch (Udall Park) 

12/20/2010 Winter COURT OF HONOR 

12/24/2020 Luminaria Setup and Takedown 

12/25/2010 Christmas!   

12/27/2010 Patrol Leader’s Conference(PLC) 

12/30/2010 Titan Missile Museum/Pima Air Museum 

  
  

GGRRAANNDD  CCAANNYYOONN  bbaacckkppaacckk  ttrriipp--SSiiggnn  

uupp  iiss  nnooww  
We have to submit our application to the National Park service on December 1

st
 

for a 2011 APRIL trip down the Kaibab/Bright angel Trails.   We aren’t going to do 
RIM to RIM due to Logisitcal challenges, but we WILL camp in the bottom of the 
Canyon, and come up the BRIGHT ANGEL trail.    
 
We are limiting this trip to two groups of 11.  That means that each group will be 
limited to Two adult leaders and 9 Scouts.   (This is a NPS limitation on # of 
campers).   
YOUTUBE OF A BACKPACK IN THE GRAND CANYON 
IT IS IMPORTANT FOR YOU TO CLICK THIS LINK IF YOU WANT TO GO IN APRIL: 

I want to Hike the Grand Canyon in April  
Click here 
 

EEVVEENNTT  HHEELLPP  22001100--22001111  

Mr. Hein is Leading PrisonCamp-Hutches Pool trip. 
NEXT TRIP IS IN JANUARY – WINTER CAMP-  NEED A LEADER 
As you can see there is a HUGE amount of FUN planned for this year.  We’ll not exactly PLANNED yet, but simply 
identified.   Mr. LONG NEEDS YOUR HELP.   I need a parent to be the lead on every trip/outing or event.    What 
does this mean?   

 Promote (Via Web page, PowerPoint, personal experience, etc).  

 Arranging Permits/Reservations, etc.   

 Setting the Sign Up sheets out 

 Collecting money and giving it out to the patrol Grub Master 

 Designating an Adult Grub master –  
 
These kinds of things are very tough to do when acting the part of Scoutmaster.  (I would much rather be the 
target of a dodge ball   )  So I need your help.   If everyone would choose just ONE event / outing to help with, it 
would make the year go so much more smoothly.     So Look over the list at the top of this Blast, and see what 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B7iM6ChSmWw&feature=player_embedded
mailto:scoutmaster@scouttroop141.org
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outing might interest you.     Any one of the bullets above you could help out with would be very 
appreciated as well.     
 
 

LLOONNGG  TTEERRMM  EEVVEENNTTSS  
 

Scout-O-Rama 

You will not want to miss the upcoming 2011 Scout-O-Rama event on Saturday, March 26, 2011 - back 
at the Reid Park Bandshell and hill.  The event will have many fun activities for Scouts and it is a great 
way for our community to come look and see what we are doing.  What is Scout-O-Rama?  The Scout-O-
Rama is our annual Scout Show.  It is the place to showcase what your pack, troop, team and crew like 
to do.  Last year activities included a scuba pool, sponsored by the Dive Shop, 
marshmallow shooters and rainwater regatta, volleyball cannons, a YMCA climbing 
tower, a pioneer tower, a real race car, the Pinewood Derby finals, and so much 
more!  Units will be able to sell advance tickets with loads of valuable coupons prior 
to the event, at many grocery stores in Southern Arizona, and keep 50% of the sales!  
Look for details in the next few months!  Do not miss this event.  Put it on your 
calendar now! 
  

 

Yellowstone July 2011!    THIS IS SO HUGE, SO EXCITING that it has burst out into its 
own Category!     
 

YYEELLLLOOWWSSTTOONNEE::  RRUUMMOORR  BBEELLOOWW  ((ddaatteelliinnee  nnoovveemmbbeerr  

22001100  ––  MMrr..  WWiinnssttoonn  DDEEAADDLLIINNEE  IISS  HHEERREE!!))  

Yellowstone Update: IMPORTANT NOVEMBER  CHANGE PLEASE 
READ 
The summer 2011 trip to Yellowstone National Park will be July 21-28.  The 
current plan is to leave at 7 AM on Thursday July 21 from the troop shed 
and drive to Richfield, Utah where we will be staying at the Hampton Inn.  
The room cost for 4 occupants is $81/night.  Currently we have 15 rooms 
reserved at this group rate.  We plan to arrive in Yellowstone on the 
evening of July 22.  We have a group campsite reserved for 60 people 
(Grant Village campground).  Activities at Yellowstone are TBD and those 
who are going are encouraged to suggest activities.  We will leave 
Yellowstone on Wednesday July 27, spend the night in the same Hampton 
Inn in Richfield, Utah and return to Tucson on Thursday July 28. 
  
The final cost is yet to be determined but here are the costs so far: 
$20-40/night/person for hotel (depending on 2, 3 or 4 
person occupancy) 

$15-20/person for camping and admission fees at Yellowstone ($100/night 
for a group of 40-60 campters.  The rate will drop to $90-some dollars if we 
fall below 40 people.) 
The other major costs will be gas and food both on the road and while 
camping.  The current plan while at Yellowstone is to cook as a group for 
breakfast and dinner and have lunches (sandwiches, etc.) at picnic areas as 
we are participating in the various activities.  A meeting will be held in the 
spring to plan a menu.  Money for meals on the road to and from 
Yellowstone as well as souveneirs will have to be budgeted by the scouts 
themselves.  (The Hampton Inn has a free continental breakfast!) 

Troop 141 on its 
2011 Summer 
Adventure to 
Yellowstone 
National Park.  
We are planning 
to camp near 
Yellowstone Lake 
at Grant Village 
campground.  
Firm Travel Dates 
are NOW July 21

st
 

through the 28
th

.  
(2 days of travel 
each way and 4 
full days at 
Yellowstone).  
Please contact 
Mr. Winston 
either at a troop 
meeting or via 
email to be 
placed on the 
WAITING LIST if 
you are 
interested in 
attending.  
Families are 
welcome to 
attend. 
  

 

mailto:dcwinston@gmail.com
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Mr. Winston will collect money from those who have already signed up.  The reimbursement policy 
is as follows:  All of your money will be reimbursed if possible if you have to cancel.  The hotel will 
allow cancellations no later than 72 hours prior to the nights stay so cancellations within 3 days of leaving will 
result in room charges for the first night.  Yellowstone will prorate the group fees for the 2nd-5th nights of 
camping so you will have to pay for 1 nights camping.   
  
There are still several spots open so please either contact Mr. Winston at a meeting or via email. 
Email Mr. Winston by Clicking on his name 
 
RUMOR:  
Mr. Winston is working on two activities:  White Water Rafting and Mountain Biking for our time at Yellowstone.    
THERE IS STILL ROOM FOR 7 PEOPLE TO SIGN UP, but NOW is the time to sign up.    
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

  

LLiiffee  ttoo  EEaaggllee::  

The Race is ON – Jacob H has a few hurdles to get over before his December Board of Review.  He’s soo close 
and might need encouragement to get to the finish line.    
 
Some of you had asked where the application and Eagle packet are – So I re-posted them 
here: 
 

 Here is the 12 Step Presentation for going from Life Scout to Eagle Scout: 
http://catalinacouncil.org/spanishtrails/Life-to-Eagle.pdf 

 Here is the New Application for Eagle 
http://catalinacouncil.org/spanishtrails/Eagle_Application_09.pdf 

 Here is an Editable version of the Eagle Workbook: 
http://www.troop1631.org/forms/Eagle_Scout_packet.rtf 

 Where to write for Congratulatory Letters: 
http://usscouts.org/eagle/eaglecongrats.asp 
 

CCLLAASSSSIIFFIIEEDD  AADDss::  

FOR SALE: 
Pack 186 is selling a canoe - It's a 17', flat keel Grumman canoe.  Includes a small, outboard trolling motor.  I think 
it needs a battery.  Custom camouflage paint job.  $575.   
Please contact Mike Hammarstrom via email mhammarstrom@cox.net 

Wanted: 
New Trailer !  Mr Bailey and Mr. Siepker have been searching extensively for a new trailer.   Their extensive 
research has determined the problem is very complex.   

mailto:treasurer@scouttroop141.org
http://catalinacouncil.org/spanishtrails/Life-to-Eagle.pdf
http://catalinacouncil.org/spanishtrails/Eagle_Application_09.pdf
http://www.troop1631.org/forms/Eagle_Scout_packet.rtf
http://usscouts.org/eagle/eaglecongrats.asp
mailto:mhammarstrom@cox.net
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1) A single axle Trailer (Like the one we have) is able to carry slightly more weight if we beef up the springs.  This 
option is cheaper but may not meet the capacity needs.   It’s simple, doesn’t require brakes. 

2) A dual Axle Trailer – can carry up to 7,000 lbs, but is heavier making it difficult to move into and out of the shed 
by hand, requires electric brakes (Which means the tow vehicles have to have a controller) and are more expensive.    

THE COMMITTEE HAS DECIDED TO MOVE FORWARD ON BUYING A USED TRAILER 
– Thanks to the hard work of Mr. Bailey who weighed 100’s of options features and caveats.    

Wanted – Old stuff 
If you have any shoes, uniform shirts, pants, etc,  please consider donating these to the troop inventory for those 
scouts less fortunate.   Thanks!    

Lost n. Found  
If you are missing any gear, it’s probably in the troop shed.    .     THERE IS A HUGE AMOUNT OF IT NOW IN THE 
TROOP SHED!   
 
 

WWEEEEKKLLYY  TTHHOOUUGGHHTT   
THREE EAGLES 
This fall I had the honor of doing three congratulatory letters for the Fire Chief of Northwest Fire district.  When a 
scout arranges a Court of Honor on the Northwest side, they ask the Fire Chief of Northwest fire to present them 
with a letter of congratulations.  Mr. Long get’s to write that for the chief.    (Originally I thought they might be 
Triplets) 
 
This is significant because?    Well, it reminded me of the Three Eagles we had in Troop 141 this fall.   Even though 
they are not related directly by blood,  our Eagles are brothers.   Greg, Nick and Jacob will forever share a bond 
that will be with them until the end of their lives.    
 
I didn’t think many of you would be reading the NW explorer so here is the article. 
 
Yours in Scouting 
Mr. Long  
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