TROOP 141 SCOUTMASTER’S UPDATE!
DECEMBER 4™, 2009

This week was a first for me as scoutmaster. I’'m very proud to say Troop 141 has a new Eagle scout. Paul
passed his board of review on Wednesday night. It has been
amazing watching him grow from a little kid to a ‘great young
adult’, Even though he’s not yet a true adult in years, the eagle
board members commented that he presented himself as one of
the most mature candidates they had interviewed. ..  Paul
hopes that his paperwork comes back from BSA in time for the
winter COA, but he’s STILL an Eagle. Please show him the respect
he has earned.

Itis hard to believe where he was three short years ago (middle
paddler):
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| have been honored to watch Paul grow these last few years but the credit for his accomplishment goes entirely to
him. | hope he is around long enough to make many others into ‘great adults’.

CHIRICAHUA CAMPOUT / HIKE/ PIONEERING - TONIGHT
DEC 4™,

It will be CHILLY so pack
blankets, Jackets gloves, hats, ete.

Don’t take my word for it, look at the calendar entry for the
Chiricahua campout and watch the YouTube video of last year’s
adventure! This year, we have enough adults to do two
simultaneous events: the two hikes (3.2 and 10 mile) or we’ll
also try an in camp activity (Monkey bridge across the creek,
provided we have at least 2 adults for each event.) the hike is
NOT Mandatory, but it IS Extraordinary! Not to be missed.

#1- Patrol “C” and #2 Patrol “D” earned the right to eat a meal with the adults for
most attendance/uniformed Patrols.
#1 — Eats Dinner with the Adults - #2 eats Breakfast Sunday)

http://www.scouttroop141.org/cgi/plans.cgi?view event=1&evt id=987 <Last year video
The Sign up sheet will be available! Mr. Long will bring permission slips if you haven’t printed one from
this link:

We have a good number of scouts signed up already.
Have:

e 4 - Adults signed up (To run 2 events 2 deep)
Scouts will choose what two events on Saturday.

e We have enough seatbelts thanks to Mr. Harkins offer to drive out with his van
Need:

e Firewood

® Warm Things / Blankets/gloves/hats (Each scout).

This weekly update will be available here each week:
http://www.scouttroop141.org/about/about.html
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NO REGULAR MEETING ON MONDAY DECEMBER 7TH

A | o4
l’L(z | :00. Paul H. will be leading the meeting. This will be the PATROL LEADERS

CONFERENCE where we will determine the format of the Winter Court of honor. Mr Long will also have a FUN
Teambuilding game to teach Leadership.

If you need a scoutmaster conference before or after the meeting, please email
at scoutmaster@scouttroopl41.org or advancements@scouttroop141.org

to be scheduled. Make sure to bring your Scout book and wear your full class
0AO

We only have 1 regular meeting left before the court of honor.

PERSONAL FITNESS MERIT BADGE —MILESTONE!
There ‘is A Milestone this week — this is the second last one for those scouts who started on Sept 28. If you

have been coming to the milestones, AND keeping track of your exercise! You can earn this merit badge this
month! | know you have it in you!

Don’t forget to fill in your exercise sheets —

The final milestone for the personal fitness merit badge will be held at Udall Park at 6 PM on Tuesday Dec 22.
Please note that this is a change from the usual Monday night. Any scout who brings his completed worksheet
including the requirements reviewed on Sept 22 (req 1-6, 9); all of the daily exercises as well as the milestones and
the post-milestone body measurements can stay afterwards and review the worksheet with Mr. Winston to
complete the merit badge. He will stay as long as there are scouts are there to get signed off.

The scouts already have their blue cards and should bring them that night. If there are any scouts who started
later and need to do the fitness milestone in two weeks (Jan 4, 2010), this scout needs to show Mr. Winston his
daily exercise regimen and milestones filled out completely to that point. If a scout can not make it because of the
change to Tuesday night the scout can complete the final milestone on his own and bring his completed worksheet
to a Monday meeting in 2010. If there are any questions please contact Mr. Winston.

VENTURE UPDATE:

Tall Ships- If you want to attend your time is running out. Turn in deposit and form ASAP. Ms. Scully will be
available on Monday to collect your Tall Ships deposit and forms and will turn them in to council on Tuesday.

e Dec 7, Venture Crew meeting 6:00

® Dec-21 Dodgeball Tournament ( Several Crews will be competing)

OPPORTUNITY FOR SERVICE HOURS:
1) Thereis a Service hour opportunity for Scouts not going to the Chiracahuas camping trip this weekend. This
Saturday, 12/5, the Creation Care Ministry Team will be hosting a church campus clean up at Tanque Verde

Lutheran Church from 9:00 am to 12:00 noon. Free doughnuts and coffee will be served. They request you
bring rake, broom, and working gloves.

2) Another service hour opportunity is to install the luminaries at the Church on Christmas Eve Day. We will
meet at 10:00 am at the church. This should take no more than two hours. We also need some volunteers to

This weekly update will be available here each week:
http://www.scouttroop141.org/about/about.html
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take them up again after the 11:00 pm Service which ends at midnight. Mr. Long and Mr. Winston
will both be there, and we could REALLY use some help from our fantastic scouts. We have not

had a very good turn out to this in the past, Lets IMPRESS Our Church / Charter organization this
year as a Thank you for letting us use their facilities!

SHIRTS, HOODIES AND SWEATSHIRTS:

In addition to what you ordered on your Recharter form, Mr. Volkman is now starting to take orders for
Troop 141 T-shirts, long sleeve T-shirts, sweatshirts, hooded sweatshirts and our new item for this year,
zippered hooded sweatshirts. | will be taking orders at the Troop meetings or folks can email me at
cvolkman3@cox.net, or call me at 749-0853. The deadline for orders is December 31°. Sizes range from
adult small to adult 3XL.

UPCOMING EVENTS_ (Color Coding RED TEXT is an event that has changed, Color coding /Shading
other colors indicates a new event since the last email). As you can see we are getting a full schedule
already.  Additional details are available by viewing the Troop Calendar.

12/04/2009 Chiracahua’s Campout!

12/07/2009 7:00 Patrol Leader’s Conference — No regular meeting
12/08/2009 Rank Advancement

12/12/2009 Chanukah Begins (Through 12/20)

12/14/2009 Winter Court of Honor 6:30! (Note bring a treat to share)
12/15/2009 Citizenship in the Nation **Rescheduled** Merit Badge
12/19/2009 Aspen Loop 5 Mi Hike

12/21/2009 Fitness Milestone Udall Park

12/25/2009

UPCOMING ADULT SCOUT LEADER TRAINING:

Thinking about becoming an assistant scoutmaster? Committee member? Just want some good
trainng? We | | herebds your chance! This is the wa
Troop 141.

Spanish Trails Super Saturday Training

January 30th 2010 7:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Located at the Rincon Stake Center

1655 Melpomene Way, Tucson
http://catalinacouncil.org/events/2010supersaturdayflyer.pdf <Click here for Registration form

This weekly update will be available here each week:
http://www.scouttroop141.org/about/about.html
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WEEKLY THOUGHT: Since this week was an important milestone in paul and my life,
| thought it important to just touch on what it means to be an eagle.

What it means to be an Eagle Scout. By Tim Falendys¢1981)

Eagle Scout by itself means to be a great Scout. It means you have achieved Scouting’s toughest challenge of the
advancement program. Scouting’s goal is to develop each and every Scout into three basic aims, physically fit,
good Citizens and good personal character. To advance through the system, strengthens each of these skills, with
Eagle being the culmination of it all. Eagle means you have finished 21 or more merit badges, been a leader of your
Troop, and know what it means to be of service to others. When you are an Eagle Scout, you are what Scouting
would be considered to be the best. That is the text book answer to What it is to be an Eagle Scout? Now what
does it really mean to be an Eagle Scout?

The true meaning of an Eagle Scout is defined in what a Scout is. The quick answer is the twelve points of the
Scout Law, a pretty easy and simple answer, but not the entire answer. An Eagle Scout is someone who shows
character by his “actions”. Many people are confused by the material characteristics of the award. The list of
“have done’s” are impressive, but the “will do’s” is what people should see when the see an Eagle Scout. We can
talk about massive projects, endless Merit Badges, long hours of camping and challenging High Adventure
programs, and we should be proud of those accomplishments. No doubt about it, do we have to brag about it?
Probably not, we should accept the fact that we have accomplished them, and understand they were tools to
teach us to be better people.

The highest mountain, the longest river the biggest project mean nothing if we don’t learn from them and make
those teachings the foundation of you what you will become. We should learn that life revolves around each and
ever person, not each and every person revolving around us. Don’t be confused with you being a leader of others
who follow with demanding everything be done for you by those who follow. In the end, the respect you gain from
those who follow you is the most important, exploiting that is a major offense of the values of an Eagle Scout.
Eagle Scouts are Helpful, Friendly, Courteous and Kind for a reason. It leads to the service of others. It may not say
it directly, but it is unwritten way of saying be considerate and appreciative of others first. When you help others,
itis hard for anything but the Eagle Scout in you to show. | have rarely seen a person who put others first, being
any thing but a true Eagle Scout. To help others helps them understand that living by the Scout Law by the example
you set is worth a lot more than a 1000 words of you telling them that you are one.

Achieving the requirements set out by the Boy Scouts of America does not make you a great Eagle Scout, your
actions do. Many of people have earned Eagle Scout Award as set out by the standards of the Boy Scout of
America only to have the values learn forgotten after the ceremony is over. A true eagle just begins to put these
ideals into practice, the ideals taught by the rank advancement system. It is rare that someone will spend years
developing an education only to graduate and never use the skills they were taught... Those that are great in any
profession are great not because they told us they were, but because we saw them in action. They used that
education as a foundation of what they would become. Never forget to build your life on the Foundation that
Scouting has taught. Remember to “show” your Eagle Scout Spirit in everything you do. Be humble and let them
realize you are an Eagle Scout by your actions. A True Eagle Scout does not become and Eagle Scout purely for the
bragging rights to say he achieved Scouting’s best. They earned Eagle to have the best foundation possible to build
on and become even a better person.

So Eagle Scouts, don’t let the meaning of the badge be confused. Let the foundation that was established IN
Scouting carry on beyond Scouting. Be humble that you have the award, but be proud and respect the badge and
what it represents. There are so many who have the utmost respect for the award and are very proud of what it
means to them. There are many more that wish they could say they are an Eagle Scout. Never forget WHY people
respect the award you have.

This weekly update will be available here each week:
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