TROOP 141 SCOUTMASTER’S UPDATE!
DECEMBER 18", 2009

This will be the last Scoutmaster update for 2009. | have really enjoyed watching our fine scouts
grow, earn ranks and explore their limits on the outings and events we have shared. | have learned
so much from you boys that | will carry with me always.

If it weren't for all the sacrifices from the parents this year, we would have had far fewer events,
merit badges, fun meetings and good times. Thank you from the bottom of my heart for what you did this faII

Mr. Long.

THE ASPEN LOOP HIKE Scheduled for
12/19/2009 HAS BEEN POSTPONED Due ¢to a
conflict in Mr. Conlon’s Schedule.

NO MORE TROOP MEETINGS IN 2009
We had a very successful court of Honor last week. Almost every patrol did a skit and entertained the parents.
Leadership patrol (Actually just Paul H) presented a version of “Boy Scout Jeopardy” that was enjoyed by all.

»

Special thanks to everyone that brought some donated items for the foster family. We had about
12 bags + of clothing and household items.

Venture Crew 141 invites you to their 15t

VENTURE UPDATE: annual Dodge ball Tournament
' When?
Monday night is the Where?
BIG Dodgeball *Tanque Verde *December 21,
tournament at the TVLC L ot 590009pn§'30 fo
Family Life center (The
. *please bring a $1 *please bring a
Gym). Please come and dollar donation for dessert
Cheer on Our Venture the food bank.
Crew.
RSVP at by the 17t of December

This weekly update will be available here each week:
http://www.scouttroop141.org/about/about.html
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PERSONAL FITNESS MERIT BADGE —MILESTONE!

There ‘is A Milestone in two weeks — this is the last one for those scouts who started on Sept 28. If you have
been coming to the milestones, AND keeping track of your exercise! You can earn this merit badge this
month! | know you have it in you!

Don’t forget to fill in your exercise sheets —

The final milestone for the personal fitness merit badge will be held at Udall Park at 6 PM on Tuesday Dec 22.
Please note that this is a change from the usual Monday night. Any scout who brings his completed worksheet
including the requirements reviewed on Sept 22 (req 1-6, 9); all of the daily exercises as well as the milestones and
the post-milestone body measurements can stay afterwards and review the worksheet with Mr. Winston to
complete the merit badge. He will stay as long as there are scouts are there to get signed off.

The scouts already have their blue cards and should bring them that night. If there are any scouts who started
later and need to do the fitness milestone in two weeks (Jan 4, 2010), this scout needs to show Mr. Winston his
daily exercise regimen and milestones filled out completely to that point. If a scout can not make it because of the
change to Tuesday night the scout can complete the final milestone on his own and bring his completed worksheet
to a Monday meeting in 2010. If there are any questions please contact Mr. Winston.

OPPORTUNITY FOR SERVICE HOURS:

PLEASE Come Help!

1) Another service hour opportunity is to install the luminaries
at the Church on Christmas Eve Day. We will meet at 10:00
am at the church. This should take no more than two hours.
We also need some volunteers to take them up again after
the 11:00 pm Service which ends at midnight. Mr. Long and
Mr. Winston will both be there, and we could REALLY use
some help from our fantastic scouts. We have not had a
very good turn out to this in the past, Lets IMPRESS Our
Church / Charter organization this year as a Thank you for letting us use their facilities!

SHIRTS, HOODIES AND SWEATSHIRTS:

In addition to what you ordered on your Recharter form, Mr. Volkman is now starting to take orders for
Troop 141 T-shirts, long sleeve T-shirts, sweatshirts, hooded sweatshirts and our new item for this year,
zippered hooded sweatshirts. | will be taking orders at the Troop meetings or folks can email me at
cvolkman3@cox.net, or call me at 749-0853. The deadline for orders is December 31%. Sizes range from
adult small to adult 3XL.

WINTER SOLSTICE:

This weekly update will be available here each week:
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DECEMBER 21*

UPCOMING EVENTS_ (Color Coding RED TEXT is an event that has changed, Color coding
/Shading other colors indicates a new event since the last email). As you can see we are
getting a full schedule already.  Additional details are available by viewing the Troop
Calendar.

12/18/2009 Final Scoutmaster Update this year
12/19/2009 Aspen Loop 5 Mi Hike (Chanukah ends) POSTPONED

12/22/2009 Fitness Milestone Udall Park
12/22/2009 Rank Advancement (Last Chance before Scout Book 12.0 required

12/25/2009 Christmas Day
01/01/2010 2010! Happy New Year!!!
Citizenship in the Nation Field Trip ¢ Titan Missile Museum and San
01/02/2010 | Xavier Mission
01/04/2010 PLC and Final Fitness Milestone
01/05/2010 Committee Meeting
01/11/2010 Troop Meeting
01/12/2010 Communications Merit Badge
01/16/2010 Hike ¢ Douglas Springs 10 Miler
01/18/2010 Martin Luther King Day
01/18/2010 Troop Meeting
01/19/2010 Astronomy Merit Badge Begins
01/23/2010 Winter Campout Camp Lawton
01/25/2010 Troop Meeting _ GERONIMO Presentation
01/26/2010 Fingerprinting Merit Badge

CITIZENSHIP IN THE NATION TRIP:
WEe'll be going to the Titan Missile Museum on January 2", There is NO COST to scouts in Class A Uniforms. If we
go this Saturday, we can get the special behind the scenes tour.

This is limited to 20 people with the 8 Merit Badge Chasers getting preference.
Click here for Missile Museum Brochure
Click here for San Xavier Del Bac Mission Info

UPCOMING ADULT SCOUT LEADER TRAINING:

Thinking about becoming an assistant scoutmaster? Committee member? Just want some good
trainng? Well, here’s your chance! This is the way we all started out as wanna be leaders in Troop 141.

Spanish Trails Super Saturday Training

This weekly update will be available here each week:
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Sun rays
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January 30th 2010 7:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Located at the Rincon Stake Center

1655 Melpomene Way, Tucson
http://catalinacouncil.org/events/2010supersaturdayflyer.pdf <Click here for

Registration form

WEEKLY THOUGHT:

This week the National Geographic Soc iety helps out with a discussion of
the Winter Solstice

Monday is the winter solstice and the first day of winter in the Northern Hemisphere. It's all due to Earth’s tilt,
which ensures that the shortest day of every year falls around December 21.

But it's not all about astronomy.

Earth Axis

Arctic Circle

Since ancient times people have marked the winter
solstice with countless cultural and religious traditions—
it's no coincidence the modern holiday season

Tropic of Cancer  syrrounds the first day of winter.

Eauatr  So|stice in Space: Astronomy of the First Day of Winter
Tropic of Capricorn
During the winter solstice the sun hugs closer to the
Antarctic Circle  horjzon than at any other time during the year, yielding
the least amount of daylight annually. On the bright
side, the day after the winter solstice marks the
beginning of lengthening days leading up to the summer solstice.

"Solstice" is derived from the Latin phrase for "sun stands still."

That's because—after months of growing shorter and lower since the summer solstice—the sun's arc through the
sky appears to stabilize, with the sun seeming to rise and set in the same two places for several days. Then the arc
begins growing longer and higher in the sky, reaching its peak at the summer solstice.

The solstices occur twice a year (around December 21 and June 21), because Earth is tilted by an average of 23.5
degrees as it orbits the sun—the same phenomenon that drives the seasons.

During the warmer half of the year in the Northern Hemisphere, the North Pole is
tilted toward the sun. The northern winter solstice occurs when the "top" half of Earth
is tilted away from the sun at its most extreme angle of the year.

But, though the winter solstice is essentially the darkest day of the year, it's not the
coldest.
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Because the oceans are slow to heat and cool, in December they still retain some warmth from
summer, delaying the coldest of days for another month and a half. Similarly, summer doesn't hit its
heat peak until August, a month or two after the summer solstice.

Winter Solstice Marked Since Ancient Times

Throughout history, humans have celebrated the summer solstice, often with an appreciative eye toward the
return of sunlight after the winter solstice.

Massive prehistoric monuments such as Ireland's mysterious Newgrange tomb (video) are aligned to capture the
light at the moment of the winter solstice sunrise.

(Related: "Ancient Irish Tomb Big Draw at Winter Solstice.")

Germanic peoples of Northern Europe honored the winter solstice with Yule festivals—the origin of the still-
standing tradition of the long-burning Yule log.

The Roman feast of Saturnalia, honoring the God Saturn, was a weeklong December feast that included the
observance of the winter solstice. Romans also celebrated the lengthening of days following the solstice by paying
homage to Mithra—an ancient Persian god of light.

Many modern pagans attempt to observe the solstice in the traditional manner of the ancients.

"There is a resurgent interest in more traditional religious groups that is often driven by ecological motives," said
Harry Yeide, a professor of religion at George Washington University. "These people do celebrate the solstice
itself."

Pagans aren't alone in commemorating the winter solstice in modern times.

In a number of U.S. cities a Watertown, Massachusetts-based production called The Christmas Revélsnors the
winter solstice with an annually changing menu of traditional music and dance from around the world.

"Nearly every northern culture has some sort of individual way of celebrating that shortest day," said Revelsrtistic
director Patrick Swanson. "It's a lot of fun for us to dig up the traditional dance and music and even the plays
[honoring] that time of the year."

Of course, as the name suggests, The Christmas Revelsx ancient winter solstice traditions with customs of the
holiday that largely replaced winter solstice celebrations across much of the Northern Hemisphere—Christmas.

Winter Solstice's Christmas Connection
Scholars aren't exactly sure of the date of Jesus Christ's birthday, the first Christmas.

"In the early years of the Christian church, the calendar was centered around Easter," George Washington
University's Yeide said. "Nobody knows exactly where and when they began to think it suitable to celebrate
Christ's birth as well as the Passion cycle" —the Crucifixion and resurrection depicted in the Bible.

(Related: "Christmas Star Mystery Continues.")
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Eastern churches traditionally celebrate Christmas on January 6, a date known as Epiphany in the
West. The winter date may have originally been chosen on the basis that Christ's conception and
Crucifixion would have fallen during the same season—and a spring conception would have resulted
in a winter birth.

But Christmas soon became co-mingled with traditional observances of the winter solstice.
"As the Christmas celebration moved west," Yeide said "the date that had traditionally been used to celebrate the
winter solstice became sort of available for conversion to the observance of Christmas. In the Western church the

December date became the date for Christmas."

Early church leaders endeavored to attract pagans to Christianity by adding Christian meaning to existing winter
solstice festivals.

"This gave rise to an interesting play on words," Yeide said. "In several languages, not just in English, people have
traditionally compared the rebirth of the sun with the birth of the son of God

Happy Holidays to you all, and
| look forward to seeing you again in 2010
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